
Essential Questions  
For High Achieving and High Ability Students 

 
Question 1: How has the identification of high ability students changed? 
 

The Center Grove Community School Corporation is aligning high ability identification  
with the state definition of high ability and best practice in the field of gifted education. 
This refined process allows us to accurately identify high ability students and connect 
them with high ability services.  This new process will accurately identify more students 
for high ability services.  
 
The state clearly defines a high ability student as one who:  
 
performs at OR shows the potential for performing at an outstanding level of 
accomplishment in at least one (1) domain when compared with other students of the 
same age, experience, or environment; and (2) is characterized by exceptional gifts, 
talents, motivation, or interests.  

IC 20-36-1-3 "High ability student" Sec. 3. 

In order to implement sound identification procedures, the CGCSC Teaching & Learning 
Department, in partnership with outside national consultants, CG administration, the 
District ID Team, and the CGCSC Broad Based Planning Committee, has designed a 
defensible, multifaceted assessment process.  It considers aptitude, achievement, and 
qualitative information in the identification of high ability students.  
 
Major changes include: 

● Because both aptitude and achievement are taken into consideration in the 
refined process, more students may be identified.  

●  The refined process includes three different high ability categories: High Ability 
Math, High Ability English Language Arts (ELA), or High Ability General Intellect 
(both Math and ELA).  Note that students are identified in only one of the three 
categories.  Students in all grade levels are considered.  A “pathway year” occurs 
in grades K, 3, and 5 (K, 2, 3, and 5 in the 17-18 school year).  Students new to 
the district are tested in grades 1, 2 and 4 (1 and 4 in the 17-18 school year). In 
“pathway years” students take CogAT (an aptitude test).  Students who move-in 
to Center Grove schools and have not taken CogAT are given the test so that 
they too may be considered for high ability identification. 

● The most inclusive measures are utilized in the process.  For example, national 
norms, not local norms, are used to identify students. Additionally, age percentile 
ranks are utilized.  This is the most “even playing field” in peer to peer 
comparison.  If grade level percentile ranks were utilized, some students are old 
and some students are young for their grade level. 

 
Question 2: How many students are identified as high ability in Center Grove? 

Students who meet the criteria from the high ability identification process are identified as 
high ability.  The number of students fluctuates based on the number of students who are 
identified through the process.  There is not a steadfast “rule” in numbers when 
identifying students.  High ability services are designed to meet the needs of students, no 



matter how many or how few are identified each year.  Typically, 10-20% of a district 
grade-level is identified as high ability Math, English Language Arts, or General Intellect.  
 

Question 3: It seems like you are missing a high ability identification for high achieving  
students because the ID process starts with the CogAT (ability) test.  What are you  
doing to address this?  
  
When working to create the multifaceted identification assessment system, the national 
consultants advised that the 88th Age Percentile Rank (APR) was utilized as a filter on 
the CogAT test to take a further look at students for high ability identification.  It was 
decided that the process will actually go all the way to the 80th APR on CogAT in order 
to be as inclusive as possible and provide a safety net for students.  The thought behind 
the 80th percentile or higher on the ability measure is because it is unusual for students 
with a lower score than 80th percentile to consistently reach the 94th percentile on an 
achievement battery.  In fact, it tends to be only 1-2% of our students in a grade level. 
This is because ability tests are designed to predict achievement.  
 
Students who demonstrate a consistent pattern of high achievement scores (94th 
percentile and above), but do not meet the 80th percentile threshold, will be monitored 
through the District Identification team and possibly invited for further high ability testing.  
 
Center Grove schools provide challenging curriculum, engaging instruction, and high 
expectations for every student.  High achieving students should expect to be pushed by 
their teachers and our programs.  Parents who worry that their child’s needs are not 
being met should always partner with their child’s teacher to ensure that their child is 
working at their readiness level. 
 

 
Question 4: What are the pathway years where all students are considered for high ability  

identification? 
2016-2017 - Grades K, 3 & 5 
2017-2018 - Grades K, 2, 3, & 5 
2018-2019 - Grades K, 2 & 5 

 
Question 5: If my child does not qualify for high ability services, can parents appeal? 

During the summer of 2016, Center Grove formed a High Ability Identification and Study 
Team that is made up of high ability-licensed teachers and administrators from 
throughout the district.  During a pathway year (grades K, 3 & 5 for 2016-2017) parents 
who wish to receive additional consideration after learning about their child’s assessment 
results and speaking with the principal and high ability coordinator, can request an appeal 
for their child.  This appeal will be considered by the High Ability Identification and Study 
Team beginning in the 17-18 school year. 

 
Question 6: What will class groupings look like? 

Center Grove will continue to meet the needs of all students along the learning 
continuum.  The outside evaluation and research demonstrates a need to move forward 
with grouping identified high ability students together within a heterogeneous classroom. 
A heterogeneous classroom is compiled of students with mixed abilities.  Previous 
practice grouped both identified high ability students and non-identified high achieving 
students in the same classroom.  In the new design, these students will most likely not be 
in the same classroom.  Instead, every classroom is carefully crafted with mixed abilities 



so that across a grade level, all teachers differentiate equally among bands in their 
classrooms. 

 
Question 7: Why is Center Grove grouping high ability students together and not other 
students? 

Research is clear in the the field of education that ability grouping is not an optimal 
learning experience for all students.  However, high ability research has found different 
results for high ability students.  The gifted and talented field of research states that 
students who are identified high ability benefit from being grouped together. Below is a 
synopsis of recent research:  

● John Hattie's meta-analysis in Visible Learning demonstrates evidence of a 
positive effect size for high ability students when grouped together for learning. 
(Hattie, J. Visible Learning: A Synthesis of Over 800 Meta-Analyses Relating to 
Achievement. New York, NY: Routledge. 2009.)  

 
● The Gifted Child Quarterly published an article that shows positive outcomes on 

performance when identified high ability students are grouped together and 
presented with challenging tasks. (Rogers, Karen B. (2007). Lessons Learned 
About Educating the Gifted and Talented: A Synthesis of the Research on 
Educational Practice. Gifted Child Quarterly, 51, 382-396.  

 
● Susan Winebrenner synthesizes years of gifted education research when she 

states that keeping gifted students together for at least part of the school day is 
beneficial for ALL students. She explains that all students thrive when placed in 
heterogeneous classes according to intentional bands of differentiation. 
(Winebrenner, S. The Cluster Grouping Handbook: How to Challenge Gifted 
Students and Improve Achievement for All.  Minneapolis, MN: Free Spirit 
Publishing. 2008.) 

 
● Richard DuFour, Rebecca DuFour, and Jennifer Deinhart have written that ability 

grouping is a detrimental practice for students - one that ensures that some 
students will not learn at high levels. The negative impact includes: 

○ Students in the struggling and middle groups will not have the vocal 
models and exposure to the rich talk of the higher-achieving students. 
These models often provide great examples of how to defend thinking, 
and share processes and ideas that may connect better with students 
then the language of the teacher alone. 

○ While the intent of structuring classrooms according to ability may be to 
create a pace that is more manageable for students, more often 
expectations are lowered and the work is over scaffolded.  Students 
learn best when there is a balance of struggle and support. It is important 
that all students are held to high expectations (the end goals are the 
same) and that they have opportunities to problem solve through 
mistakes with guidance such as questioning from the teacher. 

○ Make no mistake, students will know what group they are placed in, 
regardless of how it is communicated or how “disguised” the levels are. 
This often lead to the self-fulling prophecy that they are not good enough 
to handle rigorous learning experiences. 
(DuFour, DuFour, and Deinhart. “To Ability Group or Not to Ability 
Group? That Is the Question”. July 29, 2015, 
www.solutiontree.com/blog/?s=ability+group+or+not+to+ability+group. 
April 17, 2017) 

http://www.solutiontree.com/blog/?s=ability+group+or+not+to+ability+group


 
 
 
 
Question 8:      Will there be Enrich classes next year? 

No.  Enrich classrooms were designed as a model to meet the state requirements of 
providing high ability services.  At that time, Center Grove chose to group identified high 
ability students with non-identified high achieving students.  As stated above in question 
#5, ability grouping is not best for students. 

 
 
Question 9: Will high ability students have a different curriculum? 

Students who are receiving high ability services will be placed with a teacher who has a 
High Ability license, is currently participating in college courses to obtain a High Ability 
license, or wishes to pursue a license in the future.  These teachers will receive ongoing 
professional development from the Teaching & Learning Department in best practice 
strategies for instruction of high ability students.  The curriculum will be accelerated and 
enriched based on achievement needs, pre-tests, units of study, and topics being 
studied. This does not mean students will receive additional work, but instead will receive 
instruction based on their readiness level.  
 
The Extended Learning program incorporates a conceptual curricular design in both 
English Language Arts and Math.  Students who are identified as High Ability Math or 
High Ability ELA (singly identified High Ability) will receive high ability instruction in their 
home school.  The five-year goal is for singly identified students to experience the same 
curriculum as Extended Learning students.  In the formative years, teachers will use the 
best practice strategies to challenge and meet students’ individual learning needs.  

 
 
Question 10: What is the Extended Learning Program, and how is that different than grouping  

singly identified high ability students in their home schools? 
While we are identifying many more students for high ability services, we are continuing 
the Extended Learning Program for only students who are identified as high ability in 
BOTH Math and English Language Arts (General Intellect).  This magnet program is in 
both North Grove Elementary School and Maple Grove Elementary School for grades 4 
and 5.  We are extending the program to grade 3 in 2018-2019. 
 

Question 11: Will the Extended Learning program be moving to a new location in the 2017-18  
                          school year?  

No. There was information shared at the Parent Series presentation on May 2nd that the  
EL program was moving to Center Grove Elementary.  However, this is no longer true.  
When finalizing the high ability identification process, the Teaching and Learning  
Department has generated updated information regarding the number of students  
identified as General Intellect.  The current number identified does NOT elicit a need  
to re-locate the program.  Extended Learning will remain at North Grove and Maple  
Grove Elementary in the 2017-18 school year. 

 
Question 12: Will there be limits to the number of HA students identified in order to conform to  

prefered class sizes? 
Meeting the needs of all students is our first priority, and therefore we recognize that the 
high ability service model must be flexible to adapt to the changing needs of cohorts as 
students matriculate through the grade levels.  Service structures are designed around 



identified students. So, no matter the number of identified students, services will be 
structured to fit the numbers and needs of a cohort.  The practice of limiting class sizes 
due to a cohort’s number of identified high ability students in Math, English Language 
Arts, or General Intellect is not part of the high ability service plan. 

 
Question 13:   Will the singly identified high ability Math and the singly identified high ability 
                         Language Arts students be in the same cluster? 

Singly identified math and E/LA students will be grouped into one classroom in each 
grade level in each school like we do now.  If the number of singly identified students 
grow to more than 8-10 students per grade level, then principals may consider placing 
singly identified students into two classrooms.  
 

 


